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CT CHAPTER Q NEWS
www.gwrractg.org
AUGUST NEWSLETTER

~ NEXT GATHERING ~

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2011 - 7:00 P.M.
Dinner 6:00 P.M. — Gold Eagle Restaurant, Dayville, CT

CT CHAPTER Q DIRECTORS....

Greetings fellow riders,

Well ... It’s sure been a busy riding season! We’re ALL back from Wing Ding and The NE District Convention safe and sound

. with ... justa little bit of wear and tear.

In addition, several members of CT—Q ventured down to Lincoln, RI ... Camp Meehan for the “All Chapters Picnic” on Sunday
the 26" of June; pictures and more at the AUG gathering courtesy of Barb & Lou Godzik.

Also, linda and T would like to thank Art & Cindy Douglas for leading a chapter ride to the “Bridge of Flowers” in Shelburn Falls,
MA on Wednesday the 20 of July. GREAT ride! ... setiously Aot temps !!

I’'m sure we’ll hear more about the trips to Wing Ding and the NE District Rallies at this months gathering as well.

We are still going on our Wednesday ice cream rides (check the ride schedule or go on-line) and we’d love to have YOU come
along .... the MORE the merrier !

The Bi-State Convention is in Syracuse, NY on the 11th — 13th of AUG. Hope to see you there. This is a great place and

better people!! (the “recipe” ain’t too bad either!!!!)

If you’re still looking for a place to go on a “day” trip, try Vermont Chapter A’s picnic on the 7th of AUG in Plymouth, VT.
(check their web site for details)

The next two rides coming up are “Ride for Kids”, 21 AUG and the “Brunswick, ME Air Show” 27 & 28 AUG ( overnighter
...don’t forget to get your room | OR you’ll be sleepin’ with Art & Cindy Douglas !Il')

Last but not least, ... ALWAYS be prepared when going on any ride. Recently we’ve ridden in some very HOT weather .... Plz

make sure you carry water, sun screen, sun glasses, H20, and other necessary items to make your ride enjoyable.

PLEASE check our advertisements at the end of our newsletter and patronize CT-Q’S suppottets/sponsors.

THINK riding season ... AND as always ... Ride/drive safely,

Mike & Linda Olson CDs CTQ

Really the last: check your e-mail/s for Tuesdays breakfast location.

NO need for corrections .... PLZ just cut & paste. Thanx, Mike
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CHAPTER RIDER EDUCATOR...

RIDING AT SLOW SPEEDS

Riding fast can be fun, but unfortunately we have to get to where we can drive fast to begin with. Often times we have to
maneuver through traffic, urban areas or neighborhoods where slow riding is necessary.

Here are some tricks to Slow Riding:

Proper Posture

Sit comfortably on your bike and make sure you keep your knees in against the tank. Try not to move too much.
Large movements cause a transfer of weight and this provides steering input to the bike; input that cause an
unwanted reaction. Also, keep your feet on the foot-pegs. Foot-pegs not only help to keep our bodies in a
comfortable position, but they also limit the chance for our feet to drag or be caught up under the motorcycle.

Looking Ahead

Failure to look ahead and looking too close to the front of our bikes are the most common errors with slow speed
riding. A good way to practice this is setting up cones about four yards apart and slaloming though them. Vary the
distance between cones if your bike has difficulties with this distance. As you are going between two cones, you
should be looking at the path you want to take in the next gate, which should be about 3.0 to 5.0 ahead. Looking
the proper distance ahead gives your mind enough time to plan a route, so you don't have to make so many last-
mi nute corrections. This is not as easy as it soundf¢g,

Front Wheel Braking

Under normal conditions, the front brake is an invaluable tool for keeping your bike under control. However, at
very slow speeds while the front wheel is turned, the front brake can be too strong to provide a smooth stop. |
tend not to use the front brake at very low speeds. The rear has more than enough power to stop you at these
speeds, just be careful not to shift around to get your foot on the brake pedal (if it isn't already, as it should be), or
you'll upset the bike's balance.

Clutch Control

Another major part of handling a motorcycle well at slow speeds is clutch control. When riding at a speed that is
slower than your idle will let you go, you should control your speed by pulling in the clutch past the friction point.
This will disengage the engine from the rear wheel. The friction point is the point where we feel the clutch starts to
figr abo a npdwetto therrearf whael. If you begin to feel unsteady, because you are going too slowly, and
you feel you almost have to put your foot down, let out the clutch a bit to speed up until you feel you have
steadied the bike. You can do this for quite some time without hurting the clutch because most motorcycles now
have wet clutches, which means that the friction plates are bathed in oil to keep them cool.

Alycia Godzik
Chapter Educator




MORALE OFEFICER REMARKS &

Well, it's been quite awhile since I've had to write an article for this newsletter. | may be little rusty, but I'll do my best.

July and August were busy months. We had some good rides. Lou and | represented Chapter Q at the MA Chapter F All
District Picnic held at Camp Meehan in Rhode Island. After we all enjoyed our picnhic packed lunches, we launched off on
a ride to Hank's ice cream stand in Plainfield, CT - YUM! We enjoyed a beautiful day with all of our great friends.

Mike & Linda Olson and Lou & Barbara Godzik attended the GWRRA New England District Convention in Lewiston,
Maine. Of course, there is always lots of events going on and fun was had by everyone. A ride was scheduled for the
Pemiquid Light House and launched at 7:30 from the hotel. The ride was very enjoyable and the scenery beautiful. Upon
leaving the light house area, we headed for a campground where we had a clam/lobster bake. Yours truly enjoyed the
lobster, steamers, potatoes, corn on the cob, coleslaw, etc. It was my first clam/lobster bake and | can't wait for the next
one. | would like to thank the District Directors for planning this event.

Chapter Q also had a ride to the "Bridge of Flowers" in Shelburne Falls, MA. led by Art & Cindy Douglas. Thank you Mr.
& Mrs. Douglas for a truly enjoyable ride. After visiting the "Bridge", we had lunch at a cute little place and walked over to
view the Falls - beautiful. A great day was had by all.

Also, at our Tuesday morning breakfast at Cracker Barrel Restaurant in Sturbridge, we were surprised by a visit from Ray
and Marian MacDonald former members of MA Chapter W and they also attended many of our meetings. Ray and
Marian are now residents of Tennessee and it was so good to see them. And, Rick Baldwin brought them over and it was
also good to see Rick. Hopefully, Rick & Linda will start riding again with us and attending our meetings. We miss you
guys.

Guy Sposato had his back surgery and after a setback, we wish him well with his recovery. Hopefully, he will be at our
gathering in August.

Until next time,
whether you're riding two wheels, three wheels, or four wheels - always
be safe, ride safe, have fun.

Barbara Ann
CT Q Morale Officer
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DONOT FORGET TO CHECK NATI
DISTRICT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES ON
| MPORTANT HAPPENINGS

AUGUST HAPPENINGS
7th Friendship Day
6th National Wiggle Your Toes Day
14th V-J Day
19th Aviation Day
21st Senior Citizen's Day

50/50 WINNER
for
JUNE

ART DOUGLAS

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Accidents hurt - safety doesn't.

~ Author Unknown ~
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PILACE YOUR ADS HERE

$5.00/month for business card ads

Contact Barbara Godzik, Web Manager

ROCKETMOTO

Suspension & Electronic Wizardry
for Touring, Sport, Cruiser
ADAM SCHOOLSKY and Racing Motorcycles
Major Enthusiast
Hi-tech Suspension, Intercom,
Rocket Moto Sport, LLC Bike-fo-Bike Communications,
Post Office Box 1225 Satellite Radio, iPod, GPS, Radar,
Hollis, New Hampshire 03049 USA Bluetooth, Custom Wiring,
HID and LED Lighting

and more
™ ADAMGROCKETMOTO.COM

"] +1.603.566.4922

& WWW.ROCKETMOTO.COM

The éaéd E agle

@ The Laurel Housel

Restaurant, Lounge
& Banquet Facility

1860} 779-7737 Dayville, CT 06241

1860) 779-7777 8 Tracy Road
nfo@the-gold-eagle.com www.the-gold-eagle.com
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RIDE AND EVENT
DATES
ARE POSTED ON
CHAPTER Q'S
WEBSITE
WWW.GWRRACTQ.ORG
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Milke & Linda
Olson
7 8 9 GHRRA 10 11 12 13
Nanonal cro Linda Baldwin
Friendship Gathering
Dy ool Hoppy Birthdsy
6:00 Dinner ! ’
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Bill & Linda
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